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Below is an excerpt from Henry F. May’s book The End of American Innocence, 1912-1917: 


Modernists were indeed revolutionaries. They rejected the notion that art must be rooted in a nation’s 
history, and they deliberately sought change and experimentation. ‘To every age its own art’ was the 
founding principle of the Vienna Secession in 1897. It was permissible for art to be ‘ugly’ and to 
emulate the blunt energy of ‘primitivism’. They were more concerned for truth and doubts than for 
beauty and certainties, more interested in questions than in answers, more anxious to communicate 
feelings — Hitler’s ‘inner experience’ — than to portray visual reality. In the face of the Germans’ 
consuming passion for order, Modernists celebrated disorder and uncertainty. Far from shunning the 
epithet of elitist, they raised it to a high principle that artists were independent of society and that 
culture was a sphere unto itself. The gulf that had opened between Modernists and the public was not 
their fault; it was the public that had lost its aesthetic sense and gone its own way. Nothing could have 
been more foreign to the Modernists than the idea that they had an obligation to society. Inculcating 
national pride or providing the public with security, beauty and joy, not to mention a refuge from life’s 
travails, was not what they had in mind. 


What is Progress 
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Progress could have two meanings. In the broadest sense, the belief that the world was getting better, 
it was accepted in 1912 by the overwhelming majority. Americans who considered themselves political 
conservatives often believed in the nineteenth-century version of progress.... But this kind of belief in 
progress was losing its hold; most people who used the word in 1912 meant something other than the 
inevitable drift upward. They meant an evolution in which men took a hand, a conscious effort to reach 
a better world which could be glimpsed, or at least imagined, in the future. Progressives in this sense, 
the progressives who gave the era its name, agreed with their opponents that progress was natural — 
even almost inevitable — but they wanted to speed it up. Most of the political differences among 
Americans in this age of political conflict reflected no difference in ideology more basic than this.. 


Hunter Wallace writes 
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Rod Dreher was progressing like the rest of White America. He was becoming ever more detached 
and neglectful of the welfare of his own ethnic group. It had become forbidden in the mainstream to 
even talk about White identity or White interests in a positive way because that is “racist” and “white 
supremacy.” Whites had no moral legitimacy as a group. In contrast, every other racial group in the 
United States was simultaneously being encouraged to develop a sharper sense of racial identity and 
racial grievance and to organize politically to advance their group interests under multiculturalism. 


White America was delegitimized, deconstructed and repressed for the sake of uplifting blacks after 
the Civil Rights Movement. Conservatives spent fifty years upholding consensus antiracism while the 
other side had moved on from colorblindness by the late 1960s. In spite of effectively overthrowing the 
Constitution to achieve MLK’s dream, blacks made no real progress in this era. Trillions of dollars were 
spent on racial uplift. Entire cities were rebuilt due to White flight. The public schools were handed over 
to blacks. Language itself was changed and became a minefield of political correctness. 


Everything was rebuilt around the singular goal of uplifting and integrating blacks in the American 
mainstream. Every business and public place in the United States was integrated. Whites meekly 
accepted their reduction in status and being discriminated against as a group on the basis of race. 
They learned to put up with things which previous generations would have considered outrageous like 
the onesidedness of interracial crime. And yet, the racial gaps persisted in spite of all that had been 
done. The greatest and most expensive monumental project ever undertaken by any civilization in 
world history proved to be a total failure. It was easier to transmute lead into gold than to achieve racial 
equality. 


Racial progress was always a delusion. White Americans weren’t accomplishing anything but 
dismantling their own ethnic group and nation and making life harder for their own people who 
absorbed all the costs of antiracism. Blacks were the beneficiaries of this immense transfer of wealth, 
moral status and educational resources, but remained stationary as immigrants blew past them. The 
Civil Rights Movement accomplished its goal of integrating public places and empowering blacks like 
John Lewis. Progressives are correct to conclude that equality of outcome can only be achieved 
through tyrannical means. The opponents of the Civil Rights Movement were correct that equality 
could only be achieved by repressing Whites and weighing American civilization down to its lowest 
common denominator. White success is now a moral indictment of Whites because it is inequitable and 
proof of “systemic racism.” 


So What Happened? 
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What changed between the time of Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson and Rod Dreher? The 
meaning of progress was redefined between 1912 and 1967 when Rod was born. Progress became 
identified with cosmopolitanism, modernism and antiracism in the new mainstream. A good White 
person like Rod is expected to be deracinated, a liberal opposed to “identity politics” who maintains the 
taboo on White identity, but is like a social worker who is devoted to the interests and welfare of blacks. 
The elevation of blacks and delegitimization of Whites has completely consumed American society. In 
addition, a good White person can only have a negative sense of racial, ethnic and cultural identity and 
is expected to pursue a lifestyle preference. The past is rejected as racist and backwards. 


Is this Christianity? 


Is this Christianity? What did Jesus Christ have to say about racism? What did Christians have to say 
on the subject until after 1912? When did Christians start believing that Christianity is somehow 
incompatible with White identity, but is compatible with black identity? Why is being a White Christian 
so problematic, but not being a black Christian? It is not because of Christianity. It is because 
cosmopolitanism, modernism and antiracism became the mainstream in the 20th century and Christian 
elites went along with the shift. The elites lost confidence in their own civilization and became 
cosmopolitan, modernist and antiracist in the early 20th century and tried to drag the laity into the new 
consensus. 


In summary 


Among America’s Protestant establishment, their commitment to cosmopolitanism, modernism and 
antiracism grew out of their obsession with ecumenicism in the early 20th century. They were tracking 
elite liberal opinion and reinterpreting it as “Christianity.” 


Jazz is an ugly and disgusting form of music. It is modernist and it is no wonder blacks are drawn to it. They 
are ugly and so are their instincts. No one looks at black skin versus White skin and thinks they're equally 
beautiful. 
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